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Josephine Co. Located at the mouth of Allen Gulch 
not far from Waldo, and approximately 10 miles 
south of Cave Jct. Started as a camp in the late 
1850's. By the 60's it had a church and other 
buildings. In the 70's hydraulic mining commenced 
and by the early 1900's it had been completely 
worked out and the town disappeared. 


Josephine Co. Located near Browntown, south of 
OR 46 through Holland. Remains of old buildings 
and mines still exist. 


Harney Co. Located on the east side of the Steens 
Mtns. approximately 60 miles from Frenchglen, by 
using the Steen Loop County Road. The community 
was named for Pete Andrews, an early cattleman. 
Remains of some fallen buildings linger at the 
east end of town. 


Wasco Co. Located 8 miles south of Shaniko on 

OR 218. Named because of the many antelope in the 
area during the early days. The post office was 
established in 1871. It has been classed as a 
ghost town for several years, but especially since 
a disastrous fire in 1964 burned the Silvertooth 
establishment, which was the only business house 
in town. The old tavern is still in operation, 
though, complete with swinging doors and spittoon. 
There are also remains of the Methodist church and 
a fraternal hall. 


Columbia Co. Located on Fernhill Road, 12 miles 
southwest of Rainier. Some houses and a school 
remain in this area. 


Jackson Co. Located 15 miles southwest of Jack- 
sonville on OR 238. It is an old mining town. 
According to legend, a Chinese miner once extract- 
ed more than $2 million in gold from a single 
claim in the area. 


Jefferson Co. Located 31 miles northeast of Madras 
via the Priday Bend turn-off. Named for a combin- 
ation of the volcanic ash and W. T. Wood, an early 
settler. The post office was established in 1894. 
Silver, gold and mercury mines are located here. 

As veins were depleted, the town died. Several 
buildings still stand along the dirt road that was 
once Main Street. The old school house stands be- 
side a modern one. The post office is located in 
one of the many old-time homes. 
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Baker Co. Located on Blue Canyon Creek, southwest 
of Baker about 14 miles. It was named by a group 
of men who had come from Auburn, California when 
Henry Griffin had discovered gold there. The 
first county seat of Baker Co., the town was laid 
out in 1862. By 1868 it was dying and the county 
seat was moved to Baker. Only rubble and a sign, 
erected by the CCC boys in 1941, remain of a town 
once populated with 6,000 people. 


Marion Co. Located 12 miles south of Oregon City 
on OR 99E. This National Historic Site was named 
in 1859 for Aurora Keil, daughter of Dr. William 
Keil who founded the German community colony. Af- 
ter his death in 1877, the community was divided 
into private lands. The Ox Barn Museum now houses 
many of the remains and relics of the once-thriving 
colony. There are many buildings still standing 
which date back to the early days, including the 
Kraus House and Steinbach cabin. Aurora is also 
known as the antique capital of Oregon. 


Grant Co. Located 19 miles northeast of Prairie 
City, just off U.S. 26. In the early days it was 
the terminus for the narrow gauge railroad from 
Sumpter which was later extended to Prairie City. 
It was a supply depot for the many mining camps. 
Mr. and Mrs. Austin bought the hotel and when the 
post office was established in 1888, it was named 
for them. There are some old buildings left. 


Coos Co. Located on the old Fahy farm where a 
sawmill called Randolph once stood (see Randolph). 
It is now a state park called Bullards Beach, 25 
miles south of Coos Bay on U.S. 101. 


Marion Co. Located on OR 99E, one mile south of 
Woodburn. There is a cemetery from a Catholic 
mission settlement founded in 1845. Only the 
cemetery remains. 


Malheur Co. Located 15 miles north of Juntura on 
Beulah Road. Most of this town was flooded by the 
Agency Reservoir. 


Polk Co. Located on the Little Luckiamute River, 
10 miles southwest of Dallas on OR 223 and west on 
a county road through Falls City. The James Watson 
House; built in the 1850's is said to be the first 
plastered house in the state. 


Clatsop Co. Located north of Knappa on Brownsmead 
Road. Named for being at the end of one of the 
numerous sloughs in the area. All that remains of 
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the old town is one building which has half fallen 
into the water. There are farms throughout the 
area. 


Harney Co. Located 18 miles southwest of French- 
glen in the Catlow Valley. Only a sagebrush trail 
leads into this area. The hotel was moved to 
Frenchglen after Blitzen became a ghost town about 
1917. No original buildings remain. 


Lane Co. Located on and around the eastern edge 
of the Calapooya Mtns. in an area characterized by 
rugged summits and steep, timbered slopes. Gold 
was discovered there in 1863 and there are remains 
of 6 mines in the area. Some mining camp struc- 
tures remain standing at the mine sites, as well 
as traces of the mining trails (esp. the one from 
Champion Creek to Champion Mine). 


Baker Co. Located about 12 miles southwest of 
Sumpter on County Road #1030. Was named for the 
hard rock mine by the same name. The mine opened 
in 1877 and went to a depth of 1,200 ft. It was 
one of the richest mines in the area. By 1910 the 
mine closed. Buildings are in complete decay and 
ruin today along the once busy main street. 


Baker Co. Located 7 miles north of Sumpter, on 
Cracker Creek Road. The original mining camp was 
named Cracker, but when a post office was estab- 
lished in 1895 it was changed to Bourne in honor 
of U. S. Senator Jonathon Bourne. There are some 
old buildings. Most have only a foundation and 
old rusty equipment left. A little mining still 
goes on today. 


Wasco Co. Located one mile northeast of Dufur, 
off U.S. 197. Some of the remaining structures 
include a mill, hotel and store buildings. 


Clatsop Co. Located about 12 miles northwest of 
Westport and 3 miles off U.S. 30. The site was 
first occupied by Henry Hunt who brought his saw- 
mill from Ohio in 1843. Later named for the 
Bradley-Woodward Lumber Co., which was started in 
1930. It was a company town, but is now vacated. 
The buildings are all standing but the machinery 
has been removed. 


Clatsop Co. Located north of Knappa off U.S. 30 
and is now just a farming district in the slough 
area toward the Columbia River. There are no 
stores, however a church is still maintained. 
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Named for W. G. Brown who built dikes and was the 
reclamation engineer. It had been previously 
known as Brody. 


Linn Co. Located on the Calapooya River, 4 miles 
east of Interstate 5 on OR 228. It was named for 
Hugh L. Brown who started the first store in the 
area. The town was first known as Calapooya and 
established a post office in 1850, then changed 
to Brownsville in 1859. The city is now busy 
promoting a restoration project to look like it 
did in the early days. One of the lovely older 
homes has been converted into a museum. Pioneer 
Cemetery is the burial place of Aunt Liza, last of 
the Calapooya Indians. 


Josephine Co. Located 3 miles south of Holland on 
a county road. It was a mining town on Althouse 
Creek and was named for Webfoot Brown. It was at 
its height in 1858. There is no road to the old 
townsite; nothing is left but the mine dumps and 

a few remains of buildings. They can be seen from 
the narrow road that goes to a mine still being 
worked. Situated on the grassy flat down the hill, 
it would be quite easy to pass without noticing. 


Polk Co. Located 9 miles south of Independence on 
OR 51. Because his relatives fought in the battle 
of Buena Vista in Mexico, the town was so named by 
Reason B. Hall. His donation land claim formed the 
site of the town. It was established about 1850, 
and Hall's Ferry was started about the same time. 
The town is gone but the ferry is still operated 
by Polk County as the Buena Vista Ferry. 


Jackson Co. Take OR 238 to Ruch, then south on 
Applegate Road about 24 miles. Mining was done in 
Sterling Creek and the Little Applegate Rivers dur- 
ing the early 1900's, and Buncom is located on the 
confluence of those rivers. A few buildings re- 
main, notably the post office which operated from 
1896-1917. 


Lincoln Co. Located just south of US 20 on Tumtum 
Creek. The post office was established about 

1919 and named by H. G. Downing. Because forest 
fires had devastated some of the surrounding 
county, the original town was located to the south 
of the present Burnt Woods on US 20, 17 miles west 
of Philomath. 
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Marion Co. Located on East Butteville Road, about 
a mile west of Interstate 5. The original town was 
situated 2 miles west of the present Butteville. 
When the railroad was built, they named their sta- 
tion for the community. In time, the town moved to 
the railroad. Butteville got its name from a near- 
by hill called "La Butte". The post office was 
first established in 1850, but was discontinued in 
1905. A cemetery, a residence and store still re- 
main. 


Grant Co. Located 2 miles south of John Day on 
U.S. 395. Named because of its location in a can- 
yon. The post office was established in 1864. A 
very historic town, it was the center of many gold 
discoveries in the early days. Ruins of the old 
gold mines can be found in the area. In 1937, a 
disastrous fire burned a good share of the old 
buildings, but some of the originals still remain 
along with an interesting museum. 


Clackamas Co. Located 5 miles southeast of Clacka- 
mas on OR 211. This area was first homesteaded by 
three families: the Mumpowers, Hattans, and Ander- 
sons. Sometime later other families moved in and 
the community became known as Stone, for the many 
large boulders in the area. Later a covered bridge 
was built across the Clackamas River and the town 
was known as Bakers Bridge. Baker's log cabin is 
nearby. In 1915, Stephen S. Carver put in an inter 
urban railroad line and named the station Carver. 
There was also a post office which has been dis- 
continued. The old tracks can still be seen in the 
river near where it had crossed close to the pres- 
ent bridge. 


Marion Co. Located 5 miles west of Interstate 5 
off the Champoeg State Park exit. Named and spel- 
led several different ways on early maps, but it 
is thought to have come from the French meaning 
'Camp of Sand'. It was here that the first meet- 
ings were held that started the provincial govern- 
ment of the Oregon Country. It is now a state 
park that contains a museum and early day pioneer 
home. 


Lincoln Co. Located 11 miles east of Toledo, just 
off U.S. 20. Named for Joshua Chitwood who was 

the first postmaster, about 1881. Chitwood was an 
important station on the railroad. The stone quar- 
ry produced stone which was sent by ship to San 
Francisco for construction of its mint and post 
office. 


The “main street” in Cornucopia appears as this to today’s visitor. A residence and a tavern 
are shown still standing in the old town, deserted in 1941 when the last of the area mines 
closed down. An old mine building still stands at Cornucopia, northeast of Baker off 
Highway 86. (Oregon State Highway Division Photo. ) 


Shown above at the right is the Copia Tavern, with an unidentified business building at the 
left. These are some of the interesting relics of famed Cornucopia, in eastern Oregon near 
Baker. (Oregon State Highway Division Photo.) 
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Wheeler Co. Located 15 miles west of Fossil on 

OR 218. The post office was established in 1894 
and was named for Andrew Clarno. Nearby are the 
famous Clarno Fossil Beds. 


Douglas Co. Located 18 miles northwest of Rose- 
burg on Cleveland Hill Road. When F. M. Good 
started a sawmill and flour mill, he named his 
brand for his home town of Cleveland, Ohio. Later 
the post office took the same name for their sta- 
tion which was established in 1874. No original 
buildings remain. 


Clatsop Co. Located 8 miles northwest of West- 
port off U.S. 30 about 2 miles. Named for the 
imposing cliffs nearby, the town was the site of 
the earliest cannery in the county. Many old 
homes in the area are still occupied by gill net 
fishermen who use the old cannery for drying their 
nets and a dry dock for their boats. 


Jackson Co. Located about 3 miles southwest of 
Siskiyou, taking Mt. Ashland Ski Road and then 
left on Colestin Road. Mineral springs, including 
a bottling works operated at this site. A resort 
hotel, built in 1890, is still standing but is no 
longer in operation. 


Jackson Co. Take OR 238 out of Jacksonville to 
Ruch, then south on Applegate Road for 14 miles. 
Site of a post office which served the Blue Ledge 
copper mining area just across the California 
border, from 1924 to 1932. A small store and 
service station remain. 


Baker Co. Located on OR 86, 80 miles east of 
Baker. Burned in 1915 and was never rebuilt. 
Copperfield was not actually a mining town, but 
the ruins and sites of other mining towns and 
mines can be found in the surrounding countryside. 


Baker Co. Located 11 miles northwest of Halfway 

on Cornucopia Highway (65 miles northeast of Baker). 
Although some strikes were made as early as 1878, 
the big lode mines of this area were not started 
until 1884-86. It has been worked off and on since 
1905 when most of the people moved away. The old 
Copia Saloon, an ancient hotel, an early day barn, 
stores and stables still remain. Some of the ori- 
ginal mine buildings, weathered shacks and an ore 
car can be found at the mouth of Coulter Tunnel. 
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Harney Co. Located 28 miles southeast of Burns on 
OR 78. Started as a ranch in the early 1880's, 

soon it became a trading center and mail station. 
Then the railroad was extended from Ontario to 
Crane in 1916 and this made Crane a shipping center. 
Later it was extended on to Burns. Today, Crane is 
a thriving small community with the distinction of 
having the only high school with boarding facilities 
in the state. 


Sherman Co. Located 3 miles north of Moro off U.S. 
97, James M. DeMoss, who owned and produced wheat 
on a tract of land near the springs, created a re- 
creation park at this site. He was musical and 
started a group known as "Lyric Bards" who played 
on tours around the country and at the park. The 
park is now maintained by the county. 


Hood River Co. Located on Hood River Highway, 6 
miles west off OR 35. A post office operated in 
this sawmill center until 1959, but few ruins re- 
main. As a point of interest, Dee has been noted 
in Ripley's "Believe It Or Not" as the only town in 
the world whose main street was a dead-end road. 


Located 3 miles north off NV 140 in the state of 
Nevada and on the Harney county border. The town 
was partly in Oregon and partly in Nevada in the 
early days. At one time the post office was in 
Oregon. Now for sake of identity and tax purposes 
all buildings are in Nevada. Aaron Denio homestead- 
ed a piece of land and 12 years later in 1897, the 
post office was established. The hotel is probably 
the oldest building left. 


There have been several Deschutes. One thriving 

in 1868 had a post office at Shearers Bridge. There 
were also Deschutes at the mouth of the river and 
Deschutes Jct. about 15 miles east up the canyon, 
when the railroad was extended to Bend. Later a 
railroad station between Redmond and Bend was given 
the name and the other stations names changed to 
Miller and Sherman. 


Harney Co. Located 54 miles south of Burns and 12 
miles east of OR 205 on a county road. It was 
settled by Mace McCoy who owned the Diamond Ranch 
and used a cattle brand of that same shape. Later 
when the community was established, the name Dia- 
mond was given to the post office started in 1874. 


Lane Co. Located 16 miles east of Cottage Grove 
on Row River Road. No original buildings remain 
but locals claim the river still puts "'color in 

your pan." 
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Harney Co. Located 41 miles east of Burns and 4 
miles north of U.S. 20 on Drewsey Road. Once a 
wild stage stop, it was first called Gouge Eye 
when the residents applied for a post office. 
Later, thé town was named after a rancher's daugh- 
ter after the post office refused to adopt the 
original name chosen in 1883. 


Lincoln Co. Located 5 miles east of Toledo on Elk 
City Road. Was first known as Newton but in 1888, 
it changed to Elk City. Operating today there is 
only one small grocery store with gas pump out 
front. A few cabins are rented to fishermen who 
go steelhead and salmon fishing in the area. 


Marion Co. Located 6 miles south of St. Paul on 
OR 219. Only the old cemetery remains from a once 
flourishing commerce center and riverboat landing. 


Harney Co. Located 103 miles south of Burns on 

OR 205 and a county gravel road, between the Steens 
Mtns. and the Pueblo Mtns. Charles Fields took up 
a homestead at this location and kept the travel 
and freight haulers in 1911. He later sold out and 
when the post office was established in 1913 it was 
named for him. Still a supplier for the farms in 
the area, it has a modern well-managed store with 
gas and two motel units. There is a school and a 
few homes. There is no post office now, the closest 
one being at Andrews, 10 miles north. 


Clatsop Co. Located 2 miles southeast of Hammond 
on Fort Stevens Highway. Konapee was its orignal 
name, as it was an Indian Village. The founding 
fathers of the town erected a stately hotel in 
1897 as part of a plan to compete with Astoria's 
terminal. Obviously the plan did not work, and 
even the hotel has disappeared. Nothing remains 
of the town. 


Lake Co. Located 52 miles southeast of La Pine on 
OR 31 and Fort Rock Road. It is an abandoned home- 
steader town where only a sign post remains to mark 
the area. 


Wallowa Co. Located 35 miles north of Enterprise 
on OR 3. The town is still alive with a school, 
a church, a hotel and other original buildings. 


Clatsop Co. Located off Ft. Stevens Highway on the 
west side of the town of Hammond. The fort was 
established in 1864 and was terminated as a mili- 
tary installation in 1946. It was the only, Was: 
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mainland fortification attacked during World War II. 
The batteries can still be seen as well as some of 
the sidewalks and chimneys. 


Harney Co. Located 59 miles south of Burns at the 
end of OR 205. Was established as a post office 
near the old "P" Ranch in 1924 and was named for 
Dr. Glenn and Peter French who owned the "P' Ranch 
and large holdings surrounding it. The old hotel 
is still in operation and a small store with gas 
is also there. 


Josephine Co. Located about 2 miles east of Waldo, 
off Waldo Road. There are no buildings left of the 
old mining camp, which was in its heyday in the 
1880's. 


Grant Co. Located 12 miles east of Long Creek, off 
U.S. 395. Famous for its ore mines in the 1860's, 
the mining area has been periodically reactivated. 


Jefferson Co. Post office established in about 
1914. Now a ghost town with only the old school 
and a few frame houses left. Abandoned about 1930, 
the cemetery nearby shows a stone with the date 
W927. 


Josephine Co. Located 2 miles east of Wolf Creek 
on a county road marked for Golden. The town 
flourished between the 1890's and the 1910's. The 
surviving buildings include a sugar-pine house, a 
picturesque Catholic church, a general store, a 
carriage house, and an outhouse -- all long since 
vacated. 


Jackson Co. Named for the hill where quartz lodes 
were discovered in 1859. Now a modern city, it 
was once a mining town with 12 stamp mills to ex- 
tract the gold from the three mines: Gold Hill 
Pocket, Roaring Gimlet Pocket and Tin Pan. 


Jefferson Co. Located on top of the canyon rim to — 
the west of Cove Palisades State Park on a county 
road. It is an abandoned homesteader town with 

a store, mail station, schoolhouse, a few shacks 
and a small cemetery. It offers a fantastic view 
of the Cascade Range, also. 


Grant Co. Located about 45 miles west of Baker, 
off OR 7 and OR 220. Named for the granite stone 
found in the area. The town was established in 
1862 and many original buildings remain, includ- 
ing a schoolhouse, a market, drugstore, nickelodeon 


-and an interesting cemetery. 
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Josephine Co. Located on the west side of Althouse 
Creek about a mile south of Holland on a county 
road. It was a mining town in the mid-1800's but 


nothing is left now. 


Baker Co. Located southwest of Sumpter, turn off 
U.S. 26 about 31 miles east of John Day. Founded 

in the 1890's, it was named for two greenhorn miners 
from the east who struck it rich and caused the min- 
ing camp to become a full-fledged town. The ori- 
ginal claim cabin, the old jail and many log cabins 
remain in the area. 


Morrow Co. Located 19 miles south of Heppner on 

OR 207. The post office was established in the 
early 1800's and it served as a stagecoach town. 

The old cemetery is still there, as well as a couple 
of the original buildings and a few old hand pumps. 


Harney Co. Located 12 miles northwest of Burns, 
take U.S. 20 east for 10 miles and north 2 miles on 
a county road marked for Harney. Named for Major 
Gen. W. S. Harney, it was originally Ft. Harney, 
established during the Snake Indian War. Later it 
was used as a refuge for the early settlers, then 
became a town. Not much is left today. 


Baker Co. Located 82 miles east of Baker on OR 86, 
bordering the Snake River, south of Oxbow Dam. 
Founded by Frank E. Pearce who was connected with 
the Iron Dyke Mine about 1898. Ore was the first 
mineral produced in the area. Later iron and an 
underlaying of copper was discovered, and other 
mines sprang up. The copper mine, mill, ore, a 
train, and assorted buildings remain at the site. 


Benton Co. Located on the Luckiamute River, 12 
miles northeast of Corvallis off OR 223. Was 
first started, as Fort Hoskins because of the con- 
centration of Indians at Siletz. Named for Lt. 
Charles Hoskins. Not much is left but a store and 
a few scattered houses. 


Crook Co. Located on U.S. 26 about 28 miles north- 
east of Prineville. Log and frame buildings and 
an old gold mine remain. 


Grant Co. Located 16 miles southwest of Logdell. 
Named for the IZ Brand used by M. N. Bonham. The 
post office was established in 1889, Nothing of 

the old townsite remains. 


A glimpse of the Wild West is obtained in southern Oregon’s historic Jacksonville, a boom 
town which arose in the early 1850's following the discovery of gold along Jackson Creek. 
This semi-ghost town, located in the foothills of the Siskiyou Mountains five miles west of 
Medford, reflects a colorful past with its museums and pioneer buildings. The building at 
right is outfitted with solid steel doors and windows and was used as a shelter for women 
and children during the town’s frequent Indian raids. Pock-marks caused by Indian arrows 


and bullets may still be seen on the face of the old structure. (Oregon State Highway 
Division Photo.) 
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Interior view showing vault and safe of historic C. C. Beekman bank in Jacksonville, Oregon. 
(Oregon State Highway Division Photo.) 
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Jackson Co. Located 5 miles west of Medford on 
OR 238. Has become a well reconstructed "ghost 
town.'' All business houses in the area must con- 


' form to early day architecture. The old city hall 


is a very well equipped museum. Of special inter- 
est is the graveyard with many elaborate headstones. 


Clatsop Co, Located 31 miles southeast of Astoria 
on OR 202. This logging community was named in 
1874 for Marshall Jewell, the first postmaster. 

It was a thriving logging railroad center, but not 
much is left. 


Malheur Co. Located on U.S. 20, 55 miles east of 
Burns. Although Juntura is quite a modern town 
and little remains of the past era, it has a dra- 
matic history as an early western town. The name 
Juntura was taken from the Spanish word for junc- 
ture and was picked because the north fork of the 
Malheur River joins the main channel at this point. 
The town was established in the 1880's. 


Josephine Co. Located on U.S. 199, 28 miles south- 
west of Grants Pass. Although the town is still 
populated, there is a lot of history surrounding it. 
First known as Kirbyville, then changed to Napoleon, 
then back to Kerbyville, and later simplified to 
Kerby. The Kerbyville Museum is maintained by the 
Josephine County Historical Society. The Masonic 
temple, a store, and several false fronts also re- 
main. 


Lincoln Co. Located on U.S. 101 just 2 miles south 
of Lincoln City town line. Named by Daniel Kern, 
who, with his brother, John, operated a salmon can- 
nery on the Siletz River; the cannery was started 
in 1896. After a few other businesses were start- 
ed, a post office was established in 1896. The old 
town was up river from the present community. 


Benton Co. Located 11 miles north of Philomath on 
OR 223. The area was settled in 1884 by Nahum King 
who had joined the Meek party in their ill-fated 
choice of leaving the Oregon Trail and going west 
from Eastern Oregon. After settling in Kings Val- 
ley Rowland Chambers and his partner, A. H. Reynolds, 
built one of the earliest grist mills in Oregon on 
the Luckiamute River. The mill still exists, as 
well as a covered bridge, an old church and ceme- 
tery. 


Sherman Co. Located about 8 miles east of Wasco 
on a gravel road. An old store and other buildings - 
remain. 
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Polk Co. Located on the Willamette River, taking 
OR 221 south from Dayton to Lincoln store, then to 
gravel exit downhill toward the river. An old 
riverboat landing remains. 


Jackson Co. Located 5 miles west of Jacksonville 
on OR 238. Gravestones in the old cemetery date 
from 1862. The town was a mining camp, active in 
the 1850's and 60's. The last building was destroy- 
ed in 1910. 


Gilliam Co. Located 22 miles southeast of Condon, 
taking OR 206 east and Lonerock Road southeast. 
Founded in 1881 and named for a hugh rock which is 
a prominent landmark. A deserted school, homes, 
and a dilapidated jail and church are still stand- 
ing in this once lively little town. 


Lane Co. Located 16 miles northeast of Springfield, 
taking first Marcola Road north and then the Market 
Road cut-off into Mabel. Was named for Maud Mabel 
Drury by her father who was the first postmaster. 
Started in 1870 by a few men who began a sawmill, 
the post office was established in 1878. Several 
mills were operated over the years but the biggest 
boom was during World War I. Remains of the mas- 
sive poser plant of the Coast Fork Lumber Co. can 
be seen along the road. The remains of logging 
operations are along the Mohawk. 


Malheur Co. Located on Willow Creek near the pres- 
ent reservoir, about 11 miles north of Ironside on 
U.S. 26. A cemetery, stone and dirt dugout-type 
living quarters, and the remains of a 134 mile long 
canal named the Burnt River Ditch are all that re- 
main of the mining town. A grass fire in 1957 
burned all the buildings. 


Clackamas Co. Located 8 miles northeast of Sandy, 
taking Ten Eyke Road out of Sandy, which becomes 
Marmot Road. An old log cabin and sawmill remain. 


Grant Co. Located a few miles east of John Day, 
just off U.S. 26. It was once a mining town. To- 
day all that remains are a few boards from the col- 
lapsed school house. 


Wallowa Co. Located about 13 miles north of the 
town of Wallowa on a county road. It was a logging 
town owned by Bowman-Hicks Lumber Company. Post 
office was discontinued in 1933. No buildings re- 
main. 
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Columbia Co. Located northeast of Clatskanie off 
U.S. 30, through Quincy on a county road. A de- 
serted wharf is located there, as well as an oper- 
ating tavern. 


Deschutes Co. Located 20 miles east of Bend, on 
U.S. 20. The original Milican was located just 
south of the present location. When the new high- 
way was built, the town was then owned by William 

A. Rahn and was a one man town. He moved the build- 
ings to U.S. 20. Nothing at the old location re- 
mains but the well. 


Lane Co. Located 8 miles northeast of Florence on 
North Fork Road. Nothing is left at Minerva in 
the way of buildings. There is a covered bridge of 
interest and two miles west is another covered 
bridge. 


Clackamas Co. Located on the shore of the Willa- 
mette River, 8 miles south of Oregon City via 
Market Road. The last big business in town was a 
shingle factory, which burned several years ago. 
The community has almost disappeared, but two or 
three old buildings remain along with the grist 
mill on Parrot Creek. 


Gilliam Co. Located south of Arlington 17 miles 
on OR 19. Contains the oldest and only country 
school still in operation in the county. A ceme- 
tery and a few other buildings remain. 


Clatsop Co. Located 4 miles south of Astoria on 
OR 202. Named for Territorial Judge Cyrus Olney 
in 1853. Has remained an agricultural and lumber 
community, but of late years has declined rapidly. 
Little is left of the original settlement. 


Wasco Co. Located about 10 miles northwest of The 
Dalles via Chenoweth Road. The ruins of a hotel, 
a school, and some houses remain. 


Tillamook Co. Located 26 miles south of Tillamook 
via U.S. 101 and taking the Brooten-Pacific City 
Road turn-off. Post office established in 1909. 
Has been a beach resort for years. Most of the 
buildings are quite old but people still go there 
for fun. 


Lake Co. Located 59 miles northeast of Lakeview 
on OR 31 and is the gateway to the desert area. 
Post office was established in 1879. There is 
still a post office, a mercantile store, a garage- 
service station and the Chewaucan Hotel (named for 
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the river that runs near town). All buildings are 
very old and the town has slowly decreased since 
the closing of the mill some years ‘ago. 


Umatilla Co. Located south of Pendleton on U.S. 
395 to Pilot Rock and 11 miles south on Birch Creek 
Road. The ruins of a general store, a boarding- 
house, school and stamp mill remain. 


Lake Co. Located 34 miles northeast of Lakeview 
via OR 140 and Plush Road, it is the entrance to 
the Hart Mtn. Antelope Refuge. Named for an Indian 
of the Piute tribe. The town's buildings are very 
old. The word plush is misleading for the town 
lacks anything that is plush. 


Union Co. Located 24 miles north of Baker on OR 
203. At one time it was a bustling logging town. 
Now just ruins of the mill remain. 


Jackson Co. Located 14 miles southeast of Grants 
Pass on OR 238. The post office was established in 
1895 and was named for the pioneer Provolt family. 
No original buildings remain. 


Linn Co. Located 25 miles northeast of Sweethome, 
taking U.S. 20 to Foster Road and then turning 
right on Quartzville Road. An old gold mine, dis- 
covered in the 1860's, remains. 


Coos Co. There have been three Randolphs. The 

first ome was along the ocean at Whiskey Run. The 
second was a sawmill where Bullard State Park now 
stands, and the third was along the Coquille River 
as a true town in the 1860's. All evidence of the 
town has been destroyed by storm and civilization. 


Wheeler Co. Located 19 miles northeast of Mitchell 
on OR 207. Some of the buildings still standing 
are: the Methodist church, the general store, the 
hotel, and the community center. 


Jackson Co. Located 2 miles west of Gold Hill on 
OR 234. A stage station built in the 1860's stands 
still in excellent condition. A house built in 
1860 and a cemetery also remain. 


Located 3 miles north of Gervis off 
Interstate 5. In 1845, it was a Catholic mission 
settlement. A parish house, school, a cemetery, 
and scattered houses remain. 


Marion Co. 


Marion Co. Located 12 miles south of Newberg on 
OR 219. The Catholic church is the only remains 
of the original town. 
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Baker Co. Located 34 miles northeast of Baker, 
halfway between Sparta and Medical Springs on a 
gravel road. The early name was Hogum, then Augusta, 
and was changed later to Sanger. The post office 
was established in 1887. The Sanger Mine was one 

of the largest producers in the area. Several fam- 
ilies are still living in the area and the mine is 
sometimes worked. Remains of the old hotel still 
stand as well as some smaller log-frame buildings. 


Douglas Co. Located 33 miles west of Drain on OR 
38. An old store, a few houses and an old cemetery 


remain. 


Wasco Co. Located 58 miles south of Biggs on U.S. 
97. Post office established in 1900. In 1898 a 
railroad was extended from Biggs to Shaniko and 
the town was built around it. Still a town with 
much history behind it, but only a shadow of its 
former self. The hotel is still in operation and 
delicious family style meals are served. Many old 
buggies and wagons have been collected and a small 
museum may be seen. There are several deserted 
buildings, such as the school and a fort-like struc- 
ture that was the town waterworks. 


Linn Co. Located 2 miles northwest of Scio on OR 
226. The name was made up from the names of two 
early pioneers, Shelton and Washburn. Post office 
was established in 1890, but the area had been set- 
tled since the 1850's. It was once considered the 
fastest growing railroad center in the county. A 
closed school and church, and a few abandoned 
houses mark where this logging town once stood. 


Grant Co. Located about 30 miles south of John 
Day on U.S. 395. Silvies was taken from the name 
Antoine Sylvaille who was a trapper sent into the 
area by Peter Skene Ogden. Nothing much remains 
of the old settlement. 


Linn Co. Located 4 miles southeast of Lebanon. 
Named for the cold mineral springs, it is now a 
state park. There is also a small community there. 


Baker Co. Located 28 miles northeast of Baker, 
taking OR 86 and Middle Bridge Road. First started 
with the name Koster soon after gold was discovered 
in the area. Later it was changed to Eagle City, 
then Gem, and finally Sparta. The name of Sparta 
was made official in 1872, but the original town 
began in 1863. A few tottering buildings, a stone 
store, and a post office are still there. A shaggy 
lyching pine still stands. 
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Klamath Co. 


Located 30 miles east of Chiloquin on 
OR 140. 


An old Indian cemetery remains. 


Jackson Co. Located south out of Jacksonville on 
Cady Sterling Creek Road for 1} miles, then on 
Sterling Creek Road for another 54 miles. Exten- 
sive mining operations were carried on in the 1880's 
along Sterling Creek, leaving hydraulic tailings 
down the entire creek bed between Sterling and Bun- 
com. Mining went on near Sterling from 1854 to 
after World War I at sporatic intervals. No ori- 
ginal buildings remain, but there is a cemetery on 
the hillside above the townsite which dates from 

at least 1863. 


Baker Co. Located 28 miles southwest of Baker, 
taking OR 7 south and OR 220 northwest. Settled 

in the days of the Civil War, it was named for Ft. 
Sumter, although it has a different spelling. The 
post office was established in 1874. Although 
first settled for farming, when gold was discovered 
it soon became a town. At one time it had 3,000 
residents. Dredging operations left a waste behind 
and ruined the farm land. The town still has resi- 
dents, but shows many signs of the old days, in- 
cluding a museum. 


Grant Co. Located off U.S. 395, 25 miles east of 
Long Creek in Malheur National Forest. Named in 
1862 by gold miners from Susanville, California. 


Josephine Co. Located 3 miles east of O'Brien off 
U.S. 199. Gold was discovered by some sailors in 
the area and it was given the name "Sailor's Dig- 
gings"’. When a post office was established in 
1856, the name Waldo was chosen, after California 
Senator William Waldo. Only one dilapidated build- 
ing remains of Oregon's first gold strike. 


Wasco Co. Located 11 miles west of Maupin, one 
mile off OR 216. The name comes from-an Indian 
word meaning 'the edge of'. There are several 
families living here, but the business section is 
completely vacated. 


Lane Co. Located about 3 miles east of Marcola 
on Mohawk Road. It was the site of one of the 
largest sawmills in the Northwest in the 1930's, 
The town was located at the base of the timber- 
covered mountains. The Shay locomotive was the 
source of power and transportation of the logs 

to the mill. Remnants of the railroad grades are 
still evident. Wooden roads and deserted "camp 
houses'! are still there. 
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Baker Co. Located 11 miles south of Sumpter on 
Old Stage Road. Although in or near the area of 
much gold mining activity, Whitney was never a gold 
mine town, but a lumber town. There are still a 
few people living there but the sawmill, log pond 
and many of the houses are vacant. Machinery rusts 


in barnyards. 


Josephine Co. Located about 21 miles north of 
Grants Pass, off Interstate 5. Wolf Creek Tavern 
is one of the oldest of its kind in the state and 
has been in continuous operation since the settle- 
ment of the town. General Ulysses S. Grant and 
author Jack London are known to have stopped there. 
In the 1860's and 1870's stagecoach trips from 
Portland to Sacramento were a 6-day trip and Wolf 
Creek Tavern was one of the stops. 


Polk Co. Located 5 miles northwest of Salem, tak- 
ing OR 221 north, and west on Zena Road. The 
pioneer church and cemetery remain. 


OWN-CEMETER 
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Logtown cemetery, pioneer burial place, is all that remains of the original Logtown which 
was a busy camp about a century ago several miles above Jacksonville in southern Oregon. 
(Oregon State Highway Division Photo). 
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